Evidence of schizophrenia patients' reduced perceptual biases in response to emotion chimera.
The goal of the study was to determine whether dextral individuals with schizophrenia display atypical perceptual biases in response to faces in general, or whether they display atypical perceptual biases in response to emotional facial cues. To this end, we assessed perceptual processing in schizophrenia patients with four types of free-vision chimeric stimuli. Perceptual biases were evaluated in 45 schizophrenia patients and in 46 controls using two face (emotion, gender) tasks and two nonface (dots, gradients) tasks. In response to the emotion chimera, the patients with schizophrenia displayed a reduced left perceptual bias. The two groups did not differ significantly in their response to the gender chimera or to the two nonface chimera. These findings are consistent with the assertion that schizophrenia patients have impaired emotional perception. In the discussion we consider possible reasons for schizophrenia patients' difficulty comprehending emotional facial stimuli. We suggest that schizophrenia patients' reduced perceptual bias in response to the emotion chimera reflects a hypothesized affective information-processing deficit.